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Research Analysis 

 

The committee substituted to SB 689 makes numerous changes regarding the sentencing of 

offenders. The measure allows offenders sentenced to life without parole for a non-violent 

offense to be eligible for a sentence modification after serving at least 10 years. The measure 

requires notice to victims of any hearing to modify the sentence.  The bill provides that any 

departure from the mandatory minimum sentence not reduce the sentence to less than 25% of the 

mandatory term. The measure removes the LSI as the only risk and needs assessment tool. The 

bill provides that the results of the risk and needs assessment only be used to determine the 

appropriate sentence that does not include incarceration. The measure provides that a community 

sentence not require active services for more than 2 years, but may continue beyond 2 years for 

court ordered restitution payments. The measure requires persons sentenced for assault and 

battery to receive an assessment for batterers. The measure provides that persons sentenced for 

domestic abuse may be required to participate in an intervention program for batterers certified 

by the Office of the Attorney General. The measure increases the sentencing options available to 

the court for persons sentenced on subsequent convictions. The bill requires the court to ensure 

that supervision providers use sanctions and incentives to respond to probationer behavior.  

The measure allows any person ordered to pay a fine, court cost, fee or assessment to request a 

hearing to establish a payment plan. The plan is to be determined by assessing discretionary 

income. The bill requires the Department of Corrections to develop a matrix of sanctions and 

incentives to respond to offender behavior. A probation officer may recommend revocation 

based upon the severity of the violation or if the graduated use of sanctions has not stopped the 

noncompliant behavior. The measure limits deferred prosecution agreements to 4 years and 

community supervision to 18 months.  The measure prohibits the acceleration of a deferred 

sentence unless a petition has been filed setting forth the ground for acceleration and a hearing 

takes place.  
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Fiscal Analysis 

 

The CS on SB 689 which makes several changes to offender sentencing will have a significant 

impact on DOC in FY-18 for one-time costs and is anticipated to have reoccurring costs for the 

next 5 years.  

 

The fiscal impact on DOC from SB 689 is grouped in the DOC’s estimated costs for all Justice 

Reform Task Force bills being heard this session. Many of these reforms include training for 

staff as well as an increase of inmates participating in certain programs. It is difficult to parse out 

the specific impact from SB 689 so the information provided below is the best estimate for the 

bill. The main costs associated specifically with SB 689 are: 1) probation and parole training 



 

($318,624 over 5 years) and 2) records office for earned compliance credits ($828,538.44 over 5 

years). Below are two charts prepared by DOC with costs for all the criminal justice reform bills 

this session, including SB 689. 
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Other Considerations 

 

None. 
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